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IJUCN Viet Nam marine turtles
conservation programme

There are five species of marine turtle residing in Viet Nam’s waters including Loggerhead (Caretta caretta),
Olive ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea), Leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), Green (Chelonia mydas) and
Hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys imbricata), and four species nests on Viet Nam’s beaches (all except the
Loggerhead).

Why do we need to protect marine turtles?

The number of marine turtles has decreased drastically worldwide, including Vietnam, mainly due to the
centuries of human exploitation for food, leather and ornaments, as well as mortality associated with by-
catch capture in the fishing industry, and disruption of feeding and disturbance of nesting sites. Marine
turtles are also at high risk because of marine pollution and climate change.

Marine turtles play an important role in maintaining the ecosystem stability, have high scientific value and
bring benefits to the community from tourism activities. Additionally, sea turtles have invaluable cultural
and spiritual values for coastal people in many provinces and cities in Viet Nam.
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What are the major threats to marine turtles in Viet Nam?

The major current threats to marine turtle
populations in Viet Nam are (1) the accidental and
opportunistic capture by fishers, (2) the direct take of
nesting females and their eggs, (3) the commercial
hunting of hawksbill for the shells in international
waters, (4) fishing gears such as bottom trawlers, gill
net operators, Cau kieu (hookline) operators and
commercial crustacean and mollusk divers and (5)
marine plastic waste pollution.

According to the monitoring and assessment
programme on marine debris across 11 Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) and National Parks (NPs) in
Viet Nam conducted by IUCN and other partners, the
survey results during 2019 - 2021 showed that plastic
waste made up 91,12% in quantity and 62,81% in
weight.
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How have we protected marine turtles?

IUCN Viet Nam has been implementing a long-term program called “Support for Community-based Marine
Turtle Nesting Beach Conservation and Bycatch Reduction in Viet Nam” (2005 - 2023) with the financial

support of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (FWS).

Forest rangers and volunteers are monitoring beach debris
in Hon Cau MPA © Hon Cau MPA

Programme locations

MPAs and NPs in provinces/cities of Quang Ninh,
Hai Phong, Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, Quang
Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh
Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, Ba Ria-Vung Tau
and Kien Giang, etc.

Programme goal

Support and strengthen local community
participation in marine biodiversity conservation.



Programme objectives

1) Promote community-based conservation of marine
turtles and their habitats; Contribute and support the
management of marine turtle nesting sites and
foraging habitats in selected coastal communes;

2) Reduce the by-catch and mortality rate of marine
turtles in fishery activities;

3) Access the diversity, distribution, and abundance
of marine migratory species (marine turtles and
marine mammals) to propose the temporary marine
protected areas in Vietham water body;

4) Support the implementation of the Marine Turtle
Conservation Action Plan for period 2016-2025 with
focus on supporting the legislation enforcement in
terms of marine turtle conservation.
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Beach view in Hon Cau MPA .
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Some major outputs

A Marine Turtle Conservation Action Plan (2004-
2010 and 2016-2025) were developed in partnership
with D-FISH/MARD;

Decision 687/QD-BNN-TCTS on the action plan on
marine plastic waste management in the fisheries
sector (2020 - 2030) was issued by the Viet Nam
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MARD) on Febuary 2021. IUCN provided technical
assistance and scientific data to support decision
making process.

Marine debris monitoring and assessment
programmes was conducted in 11 MPAs and NPs
since 2019 till now;

Database and website on marine turtle populations,
their habitats and marine species have been
established and used by MPAs/NPs network;

Sea turtle Conservation Status Report in 2010 and
2020 was developed;

Guidelines for managing the sea turtle hatcheries
(2019) was developed;

Since 2014, support annual MPAs/NPs meetings
and integrated trainings were organised to improve
MPA management effectiveness for 11 MPAs and
NPs;

« Communication and outreach activities in seven MPAs/NPs including Bai Tu Long, Con Co, Cu Lao Cham,
Ly Son, Nha Trang, Nui Chua, and Hon Cau were organised,;

« Private sector engagement in Quy Nhon, Binh Dinh and Nha Trang, Khanh Hoa on sea turtle conservation

activities has been made;

« Sea turtles conservation volunteer programme was initiated since 2014 and implemented with the
participation of 5 MPAs/NPs (Con Dao NP, Nui Chua NP, Hon Cau MPA, Ly Son MPA, Bai Tu Long NP).



Sea turtles conservation volunteer programme in figures

» Around 12,000 applications across Viet Nam since 2014

« More than 500 selected volunteers

» About 70% of volunteers is female

« More than 30,000 followers on the IUCN's sea turtle volunteers fanpage

» 5 National Parks and Marine Protected Areas participated in the programme

« 661donators with 1,000,000,000 VND was donated to establish Information Center at Hon Cau
Marine Protected Area

Contact

For more information, please visit www.iucnseaturtle.org or contact at info.vietham@iucn.org
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Chuong trinh bao ton ruia bién
IUCN Viét Nam
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N&m loai rua bién cu trd & vung bién Viét Nam: Quan déng (Caretta caretta), D6i méi duira (Lepidochelys
olivacea), Rua da (Dermochelys coriacea), Vich (Chelonia mydas) va Déi moéi (Eretmochelys imbricata), va bén
loai lam t6 trén bién Viét Nam bai bién (tat ca ngoai trir Quan doéng).

Li do chiing ta can phai bao vé rua bién?

S6 luong rua bién da giam manh trén toan thé gidi, bao gdm ca Viét Nam, chu yéu 14 do nhiéu thé ky qua con
ngudi danh bat rua bién va thu gom trirng dé lam thuc pham, dé trang tri, my nghé, cing nhu ty é ti&r vong do
danh b4t khong chu y trong hoat déng thdy san, su gidan doan chudi thirc an va xéo trén khu vuc lam té. Rua
bién cling chiu nhiéu rdi ro do 6 nhiém bién (nhua) va bién déi khi hau va nudc bién dang.

Rua bién déng vai trd quan trong trong viéc duy tri 6n dinh hé sinh thai, cé gia tri khoa hoc cao va mang lai loi
ich cho céng déng tir hoat déng du lich. Ngoai ra, rua bién con cé gia tri van hoa, tinh than vo gia déi véi
ngudi dan ven bién nhiéu tinh, thanh phé Viét Nam.
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Cac moi de doa chinh dén rua bién tai Vié
Céc mdi de doa l&n nhat hién nay déi véi cac quan thé
rua bién & Viét Nam la (1) Panh bat c6 cha y cla ngu
dan, (2) Truc tiép bat rua céi dang lam t6 va trirng cua
ching, (3) Panh bat c6 chu y vi muc dich thuong mai &
cac vung bién quéc té, (3) Panh bat khéng chu y cua >60%
cac hoat dong thuy san nhu ludi kéo day, ludi ré, cau
cé ngir dai duong, va hoat dong lan bién (4) O nhiém
bién va rac thai nhua trén bién.

so lugng khoi lugng
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Viet Nam do IUCN va céc ddi tac khac thuc hien, ket RAC THAI BAI BIEN
qua khao sat giai doan 2019 - 2022 cho thay rac thai
nhua chiém téi 91,12% vé so lugng va 62,81% vé khoi
luong.

Theo chuong trinh giam sat, déanh gia rac thai bién tai
11 Khu bao tén bién (KBTB) va Vuon quéc gia (VQG) tai

Chuing t6i da bao vé ruia bién nhu thé nao?

IUCN Viét Nam da va dang thuc hién mot chuong trinh dai han véi tiéu dé “Hé tro Bao tdn Bai dé rua bién
dua vao cong dong va Giam danh bat khéng chu y & Viét Nam” (2005 - 2023) vdi su hé tro tai chinh ctia Co
quan Dich vu Ca va bong vat Hoang da Hoa Ky (US FWS).

Kiém lam va tinh nguyén vién dang theo doi rdc thdi trén bdi Dia diém thU'C hién chu’0’ng trinh
bién Khu Bdo tén Bién Hon Cau © KBTB Hon Cau

Céc Khu Bao tén bién va Vuon Quéc Gia va céc
Khu bao vé nguén loi thuy san tai cac tinh/thanh
phé Quang Ninh, Hai Phong, Quang Tri, Thira
Thién Hué, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh,
Phu Yén, Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuén, Binh Thuan, Ba
Ria-Ving Tau va Kién Giang, v.v.

Muc tiéu cua chuong trinh

Ho6 trg va tang cudng su tham gia cua cong déng
dia phuong trong bao tén da dang sinh hoc bién.




Muc dich cua churong trinh

1) P4y manh céng tdc bao tén rua bién va méi truong
séng cla chung véi su hé tro cua céng déng; Péng gop
va ho tro quéan ly cdc bai dé va khu vuc kiém &n cda rua
bién tai cac khu vuc ven bién duoc lua chon;

2) Giam ty lé dénh bat khong chu y va ty lé tu vong cua
rua bién trong hoat déng thuy sén

3) banh gia tinh da dang, phan bé va muc dé6 phong
phu cua céc loai dong vat bién di cu (rua bién va thud
bién) dé dé xuat cac khu bao ton bién tam thoi trong
vung bién Viét Nam;

4) H6 tro thuc hién K& hoach Hanh déng Bao tén Rua
bién giai doan 2016-2025, tap trung hé tro thuc thi
phap luat vé bao tén rua bién.
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Quang cdnh bdi bién 6 Khu -
Bdo tén bién Hon Cau
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Mét sé két qua chinh dat duoc

Ké hoach hanh dong bao tén rua bién (2004-2010
va 2016-2025) duoc xay dung vdi véi su hop tac
cua Téng cuc Thay san, B6 Néong nghiép va Phat
trién Néng thon;

Quyét dinh 687/QD-BNN-TCTS vé Ké hoach hanh
dong quan ly rac thai nhua trén bién nganh thay
san (2020 - 2030) do B6 Nong nghiép va Phat
trién Néng thon Viét Nam ban hanh ngay 5 thang
2 nam 2021,

Céac chuong trinh gidm séat, danh gia rac thai bién
duoc thuc hién tai 11 KBTB va VQG t& nam 2019
dén nay;

Co s& dir liéu va trang web vé quan thé rua bién,
moi truong song cla chung va cac loai sinh vat
bién dang duoc xay dung va s dung bdi céac
KBTB/VQG;

B4do cdo hién trang bao ton rua bién nam 2010 va
2020 duoc xuat ban;

Hudng dan quan ly hé ap rua bién (2019) da duoc
xay dung;

T& nam 2014, cac cudc hop hang nam KBTB/VQG
va dao tao téng tich hop da duogc té chirc nhadm
nang cao hiéu qua quan ly khu bao tén bién cho 11
Khu bao tén bién (KBTB) va Vudn quéc gia (VQG);

« Céac hoat dong truyén théng va co su tham gia cua cong dong tai bay KBTB/VQG goém Bai Tur Long, Con
Cod, Cu Lao Cham, Ly Son, Nha Trang, Nui Chua, Hon Cau da dugc t6 chirc tir nAm 2007;

e Su tham gia cua khu vuc tu nhan & Quy Nhon, Binh Binh va Nha Trang, Khanh Hoa vao cac hoat dong bao

ton rua bién da duoc thuc day;

« Chuong trinh tinh nguyén vién bao ton rua bién duoc khai xudng tir nam 2014 va dugc trién khai vd§i su
tham gia cia nam KBTB/VQG (VQG Coén Pao, VQG Nui Chua, KBTB Hon Cau, KBTB Ly Son, VQG Bai Tt

Long).



Chuong trinh tinh nguyén vién bao tén riia bién qua cédc con sé

« Khoang 12.000 don dang ky trén khap ca nudc ké tir nam 2014

e Hon 500 tinh nguyén vién dugc lua chon

o Khodng 70% tinh nguyén vién la nr

e Hon 30.000 nguoi theo doi trén fanpage cua IUCN

e 5Vudn Qudc Gia va Khu Bao ton Bién tham gia chuong trinh

« 661 nha tai trg vai so tién gan 1.000.000.000 dong dugc quyén goép xay dung “Thach Ta” - Trung tadm
théng tin tai Khu Bao tén Bién Hon Cau

Théng tin lién lac
Pé tim thém thong tin liéen quan, vui long xem qua www.iucnseaturtle.org hodc lién hé

info.vietnam@iucn.org
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